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I [01-05] Choose the best expression for the blank in each dialogue.

01 A: You promised you'd go to the library to study. | don't believe you did that. It seems you played [2.5%]
soccer with your friends instead.
B: What are you talking about? | went to the library. | studied very hard for many hours.
A: Oh, I'Look at the grass stains on your pants, and you're still wearing your sweaty
jersey. Do | need more proof that you're lying?
B: OK, OK!Iplayed a little, but then | went to the library. | swear.

® give offit ® ironitout ® come off it ® breakiton
02 A: lam surprised Conrad is your friend. To tell you the truth, nobody else likes him. [1.5%]
B: Ifind that hard to believe. He's a very nice guy.
A: A nice guy doesn't constantly .
B: He's never like that with me. I'm sure those other people deserved it!
® laugh people at ® put people down
® calm people down ® back people down
03 A: My older sister is awesome. She's 20 kilos overweight, but she's determined to run a full [27A]
marathon in a couple of months.
B: That sounds quite impossible! If she's serious about it, she'd better on hardcore
training right now.
A: She's on it! She's been dieting and running ten kilometers a day for a couple of weeks. She's
starting to look healthier and fitter already.
B: If that's the case, | think she'll finish her marathon.
® setup ® setout ® run off ® rundown
04 A: I've been working for this company for ten years, but I've never gotten a raise. Not even a penny! [27%]
B: That's not right. Why don't you discuss this with your boss?
A: I'm terrified of how she'd react, so I've never the nerve to talk to her.
B: You have to do it. You'll never get what you want unless you ask for it.
® hungup ® caughtup ® broken out ® worked up
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05 A: Ireally don't know what to do about my son. He's wasting his life endlessly playing games and [1.5%]

checking things on Instagram and TikTok. If he keeps this up, he'll never graduate.

My daughter was exactly like that, but | found a way to

Really? What did you do? Tell me. I'm desperate.

It's simple. | stopped giving her money and didn't give her any until she changed her ways.

lead her on ® wipe her out
sort her down ® straighten her out

©®@e wxrUw

I [06-16] Choose the best word for each blank.

06 Out of the 9 million deaths worldwide to air pollution in 2019, 62 percent were caused [1.5%]
by cardiovascular disease. A study carried out recently in China informed that even a very short
exposure to micro-dust pollutants in the air might provoke acute coronary syndrome, which means
reduced blood flow to the heart. The syndrome often results in a fatal heart failure.

® adjusted ® attributed ® accustomed ® admonished

07 You can often hear people complaining about the way they were raised. They claim their parents have [1.5%]
messed them up. Focusing on parents' ® has a certain magnetism in that one doesn't
have to scrutinize one's own deficiencies. Seeing things as the parents' fault one of
personal responsibility. By blaming one's parents, one can sit back and comfortably wallow in misery
without having to work hard on improving one's life.

® flaws — absolves ® perfection — sentences
® admiration — presents ® achievements — rewards
08 Tipping functions as an additional "thank you" for a good service, but it can also serve as a "sorry." (23]

The majority of tips are given in circumstances where it appears that workers are less fortunate than
the customers. The urge to tip is explained by some psychologists as the need to repent for the guilt
involved in the unequal relationship. Skeptical people, however, scoff at this view and perceive tipping
as nothing more than a very convenient way for the employer to payment
responsibilities onto others.

® foist ® avoid ® collect ® require

09 Inthe middle of intensifying climate crisis, the Toronto International Airport has recently made a [27]
great progress toward realizing its ESG — environmental, social and governance — goals. The airport's
triumphs in this field have contributed to its outstanding when confronted with
life-threatening weather events that have become quite frequent in recent years. All airport
employees work together to cope quickly and adequately with unanticipated weather disruptions.

® infirmity ® resilience ® negotiation ® preoccupation

10 Some legendary, award-winning movie actors claim that their best performance is always the first [1.5%]
take because it is the most spur-of-the-moment, honest and genuine. Copious takes
that spontaneity. The viewers instinctively feel whether the actor's thoughts, feelings and reactions
come from the heart, or whether the actor's delivery is merely a skillful reciting of the lines.

® ruin ® derive ® comprise ® embellish
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The Argumentative Theory of Reasoning argues that reasoning has developed not to help people
discern truth and make better judgments, but rather to win arguments. The theory posits that
reasoning is a purely phenomenon. It helps us convince others and be careful when
others try to convince us.

® social ® useless ® unequivocal @ unidirectional

Studies have shown that when people's mental health improves, they're more likely to

® in their relationships and careers and adopt healthier habits. When they feel
mentally well, people become more productive, find meaning in everyday experiences, and are better
equipped to cope with change and

® fail — opinions ® thrive — adversity
® digress — safety @ flourish — luck
Technology will continue to Al governance as regulatory efforts by governments falter,

tech companies remain largely unconstrained, and far more powerful Al models and tools spread
beyond the control of governments.

® follow ® outstrip ® reinforce ® denounce

Milk is not an part of the human diet. Far Eastern cultures and the native cultures of
the Americas and of parts of Africa never use milk. Many Asians actually have lactose intolerance,
rare in northern Europeans. The Hong Kong Chinese say that Westerners have a weird smell because
of their dairy diet.

® integral ® inessential ® antiquated ® unconventional

When a topic is entered in a search engine, websites about that topic are displayed in a certain order,
according to an algorithm. Most search engines give priority to websites that the user has visited
often. If users go more often to websites appearing on top, as most people do, then they are bound
to visit websites that support their views rather than the views of others. Many are not even mindful
that algorithms can them into echo chambers.

® initiate ® propagate ® manipulate ® incorporate

Stalin was infamously paranoid about everyone, but he detested geneticists in particular because
they seemed to go against the communist party line by promoting the popularized idea of the survival
of the fittest. He saw this as an inherently American capitalist idea, a for those with
superior skills or intelligence to amass wealth while workers lived in poverty.

® tribute ® reference ® sympathy @ justification
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[17-19] Read the following and answer the questions. 173 words

17

18

19

Diseases that devastate crops are spreading very fast. A variety of fungus is poised to make a dustbowl out of
most of the world's fertile land. It has been spreading like wildfire across the globe, from Latin America and
Africa to Bangladesh in Asia. Not only does it cause wheat blast, but yearly the same fungus wipes out the
amount of rice that could feed dozens of millions of people. Potatoes are destroyed by potato blight, a water
mold, causing a financial damage of up to $10bn annually. Spuds are also wrecked by blackleg, a bacterial
disease, and potato virus "Y." Such ® bring pandemonium to a food system already weakened by
war and climate change. A plant pandemic can thrust the world toward mass hunger. Chances of that
happening in 2024 are more likely than ever. Most agriculturalists depend on monocultures, which are efficient
but fragile. Only one infected plant may lead to the annihilation of the whole crop. Global warming also

increases the range of by diminishing previously adverse conditions for their survival.
Choose the best title. [2
® The Devastation of Wheat ® Adverse Climate Conditions
® Plant Diseases Spreading Fast ® The Vulnerability of Monocultures
Choose the best word for ® and ®. [2
® genes ® lectins ® pathogens ® endorphins
Which statement is true? [2.5
® Food system is not destabilized yet.
® The same fungus destroys wheat, rice and potatoes.
® Global warming gets in the way of plant diseases.
@ Potatoes are destroyed by mold, bacteria, and a virus.

=l

[20-22] Read the following and answer the questions. 147 words
Russia's invasion of Ukraine has been ® for nearly two years now. However, there are many
other costs of the war, such as the psychological scars left on everyone involved. As Ukraine

and its allies are making long-term strategies for the country's restoration, the Ukrainian government is also
looking for policy solutions for the care of its soldiers. © It will also need assistance on a much larger scale to
provide care for all who need it. Ukraine has many groups that are experiencing a variety of traumas. ® Let's
also not forget internally and externally displaced persons. ® Following the combatants, there are health-care

providers and first responders who have witnessed horrific scenes, which left them deeply traumatized. ® In

the first place, there's the largest and most affected group — millions of soldiers. ® Finally, the last group is

prisoners of war. All four groups will have to be taken care of.

20 Choose the best words for ® and ®. [2%]
® instant —innovative ® evident — unseen
® surprised — insignificant ® hampered — reassigned
21 What does ©lt refer to? [2.5%]
® thewar ® Ukraine's restoration
® the aid from the allies ® the Ukrainian government
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22 Whatis the correct ordering of ®, ®, ®, and ©? [2%]
® e—606—-00—-06
® e—06—-0—06
® E—606—-0—06
® ®E—0—-0—-06
[23-25] Read the following and answer the questions. 155 words

Modern adults are plagued by an ® excess of seriousness. We've denied our natural play drive, and that's
creating all kinds of issues — for ourselves, our children, and our planet. Psychologists assert that ® the
opposite of play isn't work; © its depression. Play in adulthood ® may looks frivolous, but recent studies imply
that it may be ® so crucial as the need to sleep. Scientists found that the play instinct originates in our brain
stem, which is one of our oldest parts in terms of evolutionary development. Through play, young animals learn
to control their bodies and their habitats, and once they accomplish this, they become adults and most stop
playing. However, some animals never stop playing, including humans. Only now, scientists are attempting to
work out why. One possibility is that useful discoveries come out of play. No doubt, many of humanity's
greatest inventions, artworks, and scientific breakthroughs have been brought about by the need to play.

23 Which word has the opposite meaning to ®excess? [2%]
® abuse ® deficit ® concern ® pretense

24 Which one is grammatically correct? [1.5%]
® ® © ® 0O ® 6

25 Which statement is not true? [2.5%]

Play inspires human imagination and creativity.

Some animals continue to play in adulthood.

Inhibiting the urge to play in adulthood has grave consequences.
Researchers figured out why adult play is important a long time ago.

® 60
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[26-28] Read the following and answer the questions. 160 words

Seventeen years after she started her extraordinary rise to superstardom, Taylor Swift has never had more
economic, cultural and political clout than today. This year she soared to No. 5 on the Forbes' World's 100 Most
Powerful Women — quite a jump from No. 79 in 2022! The so-called Taylor Swift Effect actually means an
astonishing financial ripple effect. Just two nights of her touring in Denver added approximately $140 million to
Colorado's GDP thanks to fans spending an average of $1,300 each on merch, hotels, and restaurants. She
performed three nights in Philadelphia in May, making that month the strongest month for the city's hotel
revenues since before the pandemic. It is estimated by the U.S. Travel Alliance that, overall, her U.S. concert
tour swelled ® the state coffers by more than $5bn. She is practically a whole conglomerate whose presence is
felt in many aspects of the economy. Although often taken lightly for her very young and very female audience,
sheisin fact

26 Choose the best title. (2]

Taylor Swift Jumps to No. 5

Taylor Swift Fills Stadiums Across America
Taylor Swift Brings Hope to Hospitality Industry
Taylor Swift Becomes an Economic Powerhouse

® OO0

27 What does ®the state coffers mean? [2H]

® the state budget ® the financial plan
® the bank accounts @ the financial statement

28 Choose the best expression for ®. [2.5%]

® atotal fraud ® going back to her roots
® aforce to be reckoned with ® making her long-awaited comeback

[29-31] Read the following and answer the questions. 188 words

The political situation in Latin America has always been volatile. In the early 2000s, most power belonged to the
left-wing political parties. In the 2010s came the period of the right-wing ® in Argentina and
Brazil. Then again, by 2023, 12 out of 19 countries were by progressive, left-wing politicians.
Things seem to be changing again! The change started with Argentinians choosing Javier Milei as their new
president, making him the first libertarian president in the history of Latin America. He's been stirring the
stagnant waters of Argentinian left-wing populism, with its big government and big social handouts. Unlike his
predecessor, Milei champions right-wing populism which upholds "anarcho-capitalist" free market economy
and small government. People call him Argentinian Trump because, like Trump, he has gained popularity as a
political outsider and a former TV personality. He also speaks in plain language and promises radical changes in
almost all aspects of economy and politics. Among them, the most drastic ones are dollarizing the economy, ©
annihilating the central bank, and reducing the number of government ministries from 18 to 8 to slash public
spending. How many of his election promises he'll keep remains to be seen.

29 Choose the best words for ® and ®. [2%]
® reign —governed ® hermit —ruled
® empire — ousted ® downfall —banned
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30 Which word has the opposite meaning to ®annihilating? [2H]
® shielding ® deferring ® persisting ® dissolving
31 Which statement is not true? [2.5%]
® The political situation in Latin America has been erratic.
® Mileiis popular because he is not part of the political establishment.
® Latin American left-wing populism is characterized by big government handouts.
® As a libertarian president, Milei promises to make marginal changes to the government.
[32-34] Read the following and answer the questions. 178 words

What should firms do to improve the diversity of their workforce? Partly out of fear of being called out for
prejudice, corporate America rushed to embrace diversity, equity and inclusion (DEI) schemes. By 2022, three
quarters of the S&P 500 had a chief diversity officer.

Now many think the pendulum has swung too far. The resignation of Claudine Gay, a black woman, as president
of Harvard University, has ignited a broader debate about merit and identity. Bill Ackman and Elon Musk, two
billionaires, have criticized DEI for itself being discriminatory.

As America's culture wars rage on, bosses are being caught in the middle. Progressives argue that DEI enables
companies to do their bit to tackle America's entrenched ® . Conservatives see it as an attack on
. One side ignores the costs of many DEI schemes, while the other ignores the real benefits of
diversity. As with so many areas touched by the culture wars, it is disappointing that the thinking on DEI has
also become muddled. It is truly worrisome that the clear, simple argument for diversity is being drawn out.

32 Choose the best words for ® and ®. [27]
® equalities — meritocracy ® equalities —humanitarianism
® inequalities — meritocracy ® inequalities — humanitarianism

33 How does the author feel about the muddled thinking on DEI? (2]
® hostile ® indifferent ® aggressive ® apprehensive

34 Which statement is true? [2.5%]
® Opinions on DEl are influenced by one's political persuasion.
® The tension between DEI supporters and its opponents has diminished.
® America's culture wars make it easier for business leaders to uphold DEI.
® Asof 2022, the majority of corporate America did not have a chief diversity officer.
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[35-37] Read the following and answer the questions. 175 words

Philanthropy in Asia is very different from its Western counterpart including America. Most research into
philanthropy defines it as formal financial gifts to registered charities and, by that definition, America is the
most generous nation on earth. But a lot of philanthropy in Asia — and the rest of the developing world — is
® . According to surveys by the Charities Aid Foundation, a British group, Indonesia is the world's
most generous country in terms of the number of people who donate money, spend time ® volunteering and
lend strangers a helping hand. Such small-scale, informal generosity continues ® to provide vital assistance
within poor communities across the region.

A more strategic sort of giving, involving philanthropy professionals, is gradually emerging. By any measure,
however, ® organized philanthropy across Asia is on a much smaller scale than in the West. Indeed, total
private giving in India came to about $13bn in the 2022 financial year, and total giving in China was about
$21bn in 2020. By contrast, in America, even after the post-COVID decline in philanthropy, total giving ® come
to almost $500bn in 2022.

35 Choose the best title. [27]
® The Cause of Philanthropy ® The Benefits of Philanthropy
® The Philanthropy in Asia and America @ The Decline of Philanthropy Across Countries

36 Choose the best word for ®. [27]
® informal ® organized ® invalidated @ indiscriminate

37 Which one is not grammatically correct? [1.5%]
® ® © ® 0 ® 6

[38-40] Read the following and answer the questions. 174 words

When Walt Disney first released the animated short film Steamboat Willie in November 1928, it was
groundbreaking. Being one of the first animations to use synchronized sound, it would become one of the most
critically acclaimed and popular animated films.

The Walt Disney Co. has fought to keep its copyright of the cartoon character as long as possible, lobbying the
U.S. government to extend copyright protection beyond its expiration due in 1984, Many lawmakers agreed,
and in 1976 the law was changed to allow owners to retain copyright protection for the lifetime of the author,
plus an additional 50 years. In 1998, Disney once again successfully lobbied along with other entertainment
companies to extend copyright protections to the life of the author plus 70 years, for a maximum of 95 years
from the creation of the copyrighted material.

In January ® , the copyright on Steamboat Willie officially expired, and Mickey Mouse finds
himself in the public domain. This means that anyone in the U.S. can use the Steamboat Willie version of the
Mickey Mouse character without fear of copyright ® infringement.

38 Choose the correct year for ®, (23]
® 2014 ® 2024 ® 2034 ® 2044
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39 Which word has the same meaning as ®? [2%]
® violation ® protection ® indulgence ® divergence
40 Which statement is not true? [27]
® The copyright on Steamboat Willie was originally supposed to expire in 1984,
® Steamboat Willie was one of the first animations to use synchronized sound.
® The Walt Disney Co. has endeavored to extend the copyright on Steamboat Willie.
® The Steamboat Willie version of the Mickey Mouse character cannot be used by everyone in the U.S.
[41-44] Read the following and answer the questions. 237 words

We are not as good ® at reasoning as we would like to think. We need to learn how to do better. Psychological
studies also show us why we need to work on ® our skKills. In some of the experiments, the question is whether
an argument is valid; logically it is not possible for its premises to be true while its conclusion is false. The
results show that many people assess an argument © as valid because they want its conclusion to be true.
Consider this argument: 'If the referees are unfair, then Manchester United will lose. But the referees will be
fair, so Manchester United will win." Many Manchester United fans will probably believe that this argument is
valid. This belief is incorrect, however, because its premises are true but its conclusion is false if the referees
are fair but Manchester United loses anyway. It is possible for Manchester United to lose whether the referees
are fair or not. The fans' mistake results ® from their reluctance to imagine the possibility of their team
® , which they want to avoid. That is why fans of rivals of Manchester United make this mistake
less often. They are willing to entertain the possibility of Manchester United ® regardless ® with
the fairness of the referees. Of course, that does not mean that they are smarter or more logical than
Manchester United fans, because they will make the same mistake about their own favorite team.
®

41 Which one is not grammatically correct? [1.5%]
(OO ® © ® © ® ©

42 What kind of skills are meant by ®our skills? [27]
® our betting skills ® our football skills
® ourreasoning skills @ our emotional skills

43 Choose the best words for ® and ®. [2%]
® losing —losing ® losing — winning
® winning — losing ® winning — winning

44 Which statement is the most suitable for ®? [2.5%]
® Both sides engage in wishful thinking ® Neither side engages in faulty reasoning
® Both sides engage in valid argumentation @ Neither side engages in illogical processes
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[45-47] Read the following and answer the questions. 210 words

In the ancient world, chickens ® were reared mainly for cock-fighting, a vicious betting game which relied on
their extreme rage when ® is roused. The winning and therefore reproducing birds were easily infuriated,
especially by anything colored red. From this, cocks acquired their reputation for cockiness. Their ferocity could
scare off ghosts.

Chickens in pre-industrial times were mainly used as alarm clocks — the Greek word is alektryones ‘awakener'
— while geese © were utilized primarily as watch animals. The modern domestic chicken ® is descended from a
jungle fowl, a territorial ground-dwelling non-migratory bird. As powerful short-range flyers, they roosted in
trees to escape predators at night, and modern domestic chickens still urgently need to roost as the sun goes
down.

Chickens in Egyptian religion had a role as sacrificial birds and as markers of time. Roman knowledge of
chicken-rearing probably stemmed from Egypt; fourth-century B.C. Greek records state that the Egyptians had
mastered both poultry husbandry and the artificial incubation of chicks: their incubators were capable of
hatching up to 15,000 eggs at a time. Historically, there is no doubt that the egg came before the chicken as a
food for human beings. However, common sense meant that hens too old to ® were eaten, along
with roosters too old to do their jobs.

45 Which one is not grammatically correct? [1.5%]
(OO ® ® © ® ®

46 Choose the best expression for ®. (2]
® telltime ® lay eggs
® roostin trees @ participate in cock-fighting

47 Which statement is not true? [2.5H]
® In ancient Egypt, chickens were not farmed.
® The ancestor of the modern-day chicken did not migrate.
® Inancient times, chickens were well-recognized as fierce animals.
@ Before the industrial age, geese mainly served a different purpose from chickens.
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[48-50] Read the following and answer the questions. 195 words

Self-control is one of those cognitive abilities you do not appreciate until you lose it. Its source is the prefrontal
cortex. Often called the brain's executive center, it stops you from making counter-productive or dangerous
mistakes.

Self-control countermands the nucleus accumbens that tempts us to gamble, the visual cortex that sees a
mirage in the desert, and the amygdala that makes us jump at noises in the dark. It is the space between a
thought and an action, ® . Without self-control, we would all be in prison or dead.

Some people have more self-control than others, and by studying these variations, researchers have shown
how crucial this trait is throughout our lives. One test of self-control is the famous marshmallow experiment, in
which researchers give four- to six-year-old children a marshmallow and tell them they can either eat it right
away or wait until the researcher returns and receive more marshmallows. Some children ate the marshmallow
immediately, while others waited ten and even fifteen minutes without giving in to the temptation. Children
who ate the marshmallow right away were more likely to struggle in school, find it hard to pay attention, and
have difficulty maintaining friendship.

48 Choose the best topic. [2.5%]
® theimportance of self-control ® various cognitive features of our brain
® ways of gaining self-control in childhood @ pitfalls of exercising too much self-control
49 Choose the best expression for ®. (23]
® the rise before the fall ® the look before the leap
® the mind before the matter ® the carriage before the horse
50 Which one is the visual cortex responsible for? [27]
® anxiety ® insomnia ® hallucination ® hyperactivity
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